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LETTER DATED   18  JUNE   1782

Admiral Rodney's great naval victory over the Fiench.
Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal

1.    Since the date of our advices of the goth April last, per Brilliant,
which sailed from Portsmouth the 5th ultimo, we have received  your
letters in the Public Department of the ist July and igth October 1781,
and your letters in the Secret Department of the gist August and i6th
October 1781 per Nymph sloop ol war,
2.    We have already advised you, in our beforementioned letter, of
the unfortunate capture on the 6th March last, near the Western Islands,
of the Admiral Hughes packet, commanded by Captain Greenway, and
of the loss of all  her packets;  we  therefore  hereby  direct  that  you
send us by the first conveyance duplicates of such letters, consultations
and other papers as were on board that vessel from your Presidency.
3.    You will observe, by the enclosed Act of Parliament, that from
and after the ist day of July 1783, until peace shall be restored with
France, Spain and Holland, that the Company are to provide and supply
all the victualling to be delivered in the East Indies, necessary for His
Majesty's ships and vessels already sent, or hereafter to be sent there;
and also for the sick and hurt seamen belonging to such ships and vessels
during the time such ships and vessels shall be employed in the East
Indies.   You are, therefore, hereby directed fully to comply with  the
said Act, and in obedience thereto to keep a just and true account thereof,
which you are to adjust with the Commander in Chief of the King's
ships, or the Agent Victualler at your Presidency; and all such accounts
must be regularly transmitted to us by different conveyances, one by
land if it can conveniently be done and the others by sea in quadruplicate,
duly  authenticated   and  fully vouched  in  conformity  to   the  Act  of
Parliament, in order that we may be enabled finally to settle the same
here with the proper officers of Government.
4.    The enclosed copy of the London Gazette, published the 57th
April, will inform you of the particulars of the capture on the soth of
that month, of the Pegase man of war of 74 guns, and several ships
laden with troops, stores, provisions and ammunition that had left Brest
the preceeding day and were bound to the Isle of France.   And we are
also to inform you that the Actionaire, another French ship of 64 guns,
atmee en flute, which had a great number of troops with rich" and valuable
stores, has been also captured by our fleet and brought into Plymouth.
5.    It is with inexpressible satisfaction we acquaint you that, on
the i*th of April last, Sir George Brydges Rodney, Commander in Chief